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NEXT GEN COMMODITIES
POWERING GROWTH

A
g .-
By i i
- F i -
o %
il B
i 4

India’s future growth will be driven by blend of conventional
and new commodities, especially those tied to technological
advancements, sustainability and demographic changes.
Sectors such as pharmaceuticals, renewable energy, electric
vehicles, digital technologies and sustainable agriculture are
likely to see significant growth soon.
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* Ritika Arora Bhola
ith government
support and active
state-wise industry

participation, Indian logistics
sector has entered an era of
optimism and growth. Initia-
tives such as Prime Minister
Gati Shakti, National Logis-
tics Policy, Make in India and
Self-Reliant India have played

PPPs are boosting
infra, while policies
such as subsidies, tax
perks and ESG are
shaping a resilient
and future-ready
commodities

a crucial role in enhancing
overall logistics performance,
attracting foreign investors
and showcasing the country
as a potential trade and invest-
ment destination.

Several foreign manufac-
turers, forwarders, aircraft
manufacturers such as Airbus
and Boeing have opened their
facilities in India in the past
few years. India’s economic
growth is driven by several
commodities, aligned with
global trends, technological
advancements and domestic
needs. E-commerce, phar-
ma and energy sectors have
witnessed surge in demand in
the past three to four years and
contributed to the growth.

As per experts, industries
such as pharma, perishables,
EV components, renewable
energy materials such as lith-
ium and cobalt, are essential
for EVs, clean energy, renew-
able energy resources and
technologies such as semicon-
ductors, will play a vital role
in fuelling India’s growth. As
the country shifts towards sus-
tainable energy, electrification
of transport and digital trans-
formation, these emerging
sectors will drive innovation
and economic expansion.

Commodities tied to infra-
structure, healthcare and farm
sectors will ensure a resilient

COVERSTORY H

growth trajectory, position-
ing India as a global leader
in various industries, while
meeting the needs of its grow-
ing population. PPPs are driv-
ing infra development, while
policies such as subsidies, tax
incentives, and ESG mandates
are shaping a future-ready
commodities market. These
futuristic investments ensure
long-term growth, energy se-
curity, and economic stabil-
ity in a rapidly evolving global
eco-system.

The Union Budget 2025-
26 focused upon establishing
Exports Promotion Council
to boost exports and prom-
ised over 11 lakh crore in-
vestment in infrastructure.
The announcements will cer-
tainly boost cargo domesti-
cally and globally. Standardi-
sation is a must, considering
the logistics sector’s unorgan-
ised nature; it is important
to have exporter friendly
policies and regulatory re-
forms in place for encour-
aging them to achieve
optimal productivity in max-
imising exports. We expect
the govt. to drive regulatory
reforms through the PMGS
and NLP to establish a global
standard air logistics ecosys-
tem as the PMGS focuses on
infra development, pivotal in
modernising  transportation
networks. The government
needs to investigate upgrada-
tion and modernisation of the
airports located in the satellite
towns to derive strategic ad-
vantages by the exporters.

JET  speaks to experts
to know in-depth about the

current trade, govt. initiatives
to enhance production and
transportation capabilities and
efficiencies and commodities
which will drive growth soon.

AT A GLANCE

<+ The emerging sectors’
tech advacements will
drive innovation and
economic expansion

< PMGS, NLP have
played a major role
in enhancing overall
logistics performance.
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Pharma to drive growth
in cold chain logistics

LL 1 believe com-
modities needing
specialised trans-
portation will
play a vital role in
economic growth,
such as lithium,
aluminium, and
zinc. These are
a must for new
Al-enabled, tech-
driven world and
its shift toward
pollution-free mo-
bility. Agri prod-
ucts, such as grains
and oilseeds cater
to the food and di-
etary demands of
a growing global
population. Phar-
maceuticals  such
as vaccines and
biologics will drive
growth in cold
chain logistics.

Ayesha Katgara
Head, Corporate Strategy
Jeena & Co

Green
hydrogen may
play vital role
in enhancing
efficiency in
the sector

Green hydrogen, from a sustainabil-
ity perspective, is likely to play a vital
role in enhancing efficiency within the

logistics industry”

E-commerce pushes
demand for rapid logistics

LL Global trade
is shifting, and
certain commodi-
ties will play a key
role in economic
growth. Pharma-
ceuticals are in
high demand, with
new biotech de-
velopments  and
rising  healthcare

needs. Renewable it ‘aseﬂ, '
. Head, Business Development
energy materials .o

such as lithium and
cobalt are essential

for EVs and clean Agri'teCh and

nergy. Agri-tech i
znfl &Y perigshalflfas perIShables are

are also growing also grOWing as
as food security

becomes a global fOOd security
priority. Semicon- becomesa

ductors and elec- s
tronics  continue global pr|0r|ty
to drive the digi-

tal economy. The

governments and industries are mak-
ing big moves to ensure long-term
trade growth.”

Contd. on next page »
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Regulatory support for
sustainable practices

“ As the world
focuses on sus-
tainability and
improving  envi-
ronmental condi-
tions, use of EVs
is expected to rise.
Products essential
for EV production,
such as lithium
batteries, cobalt,
and copper, wﬂl Kavitha Suresh

experience growth AGM, Crowrlt Workspace
due to need for & Warchousing

sustainable  solu-
tions. With the Al'based

evolution of Al,
Al-based hardware hardware

such as robots will WI" become

become prevalent

in manufacturing prevalent in
sectors to automate manUfacturing

production  pro-

cesses. Govts. and  §a(tOrS
industries focus on

4Is—information,

insight, influence and impact—before
making investments. Regulatory sup-
port to promote sustainable practices
play a vital role in ensuring growth.

Green hydrogen to change
energy landscape

LL The future of
global trade will be
shaped by emerg-
ing commodities
such as lithium, co-
balt, rare earth ele-
ments, hydrogen,
and sustainable
biofuels. These re-
sources are vital for
energy transition, el
EVs, and advanced  Sharmila Amin

Managing Director,
technology sectors. % "

Green hydrogen Bertling Logistics India
and ammonia are

set to transform the The future Of

energy landscape,

while’ plant-based glObaI trade
proteins and pre- Wi" be Shaped

cision-fermented

foods will redefine et
global  food sys- by lithium,

tems. Many nations CObalt, earth
are implementing

mineral | security  €leMents etc
strategies,  incen-

tivising domestic mining and
processing to reduce dependence on sin-
gle-source suppliers”
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Emerging markets make
65% of economic growth

cc Considering the
geopolitical  situ-
ations, rare earth
minerals, critical
minerals and semi-
conductors will be
the markets con-
trolling emerging
products. It will
play a vital role
in shaping global

COVERSTORY H

Shift towards products
supporting renewable energy

LL There is a shift
towards commodi-
ties that support
renewable energy
production. The
demand for EVs,
electronics, lith-
ium, cobalt and
nickle is increas-
ing. Green hydro-
gen is emerging as

d

economy. They are  Chaitaly Mehta an energy solution,  AlpanaChaturvedi
expected to bring  Director » replacing fossil fu- 0

65 per cent of global ~ EKF GlobalLogistics els in transport, Logistics Gurukl
economic  growth i power generation,

by 2035, with nine To take beneflt and heavy indus- IGreen hyldrogen
emelﬁging markets of the pI‘OdUCtS, tries. The govt. has IS emergmg
ranking  amongst . launched a Critical

the 20 largest econ- the emergmg Mineral ~ Mission d$ dll energy
omies. From indus- in 2025 to produce :

try point of view, markets WOU|d cobalt, nickel and SO|Ut|onl
they would have to have to invest lithium and formed replacmg
invest in R&D, tech JVs to get expertise \

and diversify to take [[] R&D, teCh etc in developing criti- fOSSIl fUE|S

cal minerals. The

sustainable manu-

facturing’s future rests on biodegrad-
able and smart materials.”

advantage of the
products in their
region, understand trade shifts and probe
resilient initiatives”
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Capital spending to
boost infrastructure

CC ev batteries,
green  hydrogen,
rare metals, re-
newable energy
components, and
farm products will
see  phenomenal
growth. The govt.
will  help small
businesses by sup-
porting them in i
increasing credit  ReemaJogani
limits and mak-  Director

ing it easier to get Reema Transport

funding. Thi ill
8 omEs.  The sectors

Govt. has initiated :
Govt. has initiated — that are doing

and Export Pro- Well are
motion Mission,

working to link e-commerce,

manufacturer
with global san.  Processed foods

ply chains. These and pharma
changes will re-

quire make bettere

infra, supply chain management, and
transportation tech. To sustain in new
markets, firms need to innovate and use
sustainable practices”

More demand likely for
farm products, biofeul

CL The future
of global growth
hinges on a new
generation of com-
modities. Beyond
traditional sta-
ples, we see criti-
cal minerals tak-
ing centre stage.
Lithium, cobalt,
and rare earth ele-
ments are essential
for EVs, renewable
energy systems,
and advanced
electronics. In the
APAC region, with
its burgeoning tech
sector and focus
on sustainability,
these commodities
become crucial.
We anticipate more
demand for sus-
tainable farm prod-
ucts and advanced

d

Smitha Shetty
Regional Director; APAC
Achilles Information

Beyond
traditional
staples, we see
critical minerals
taking centre
stage

biofuels, driven by growing populations
and the need for eco-friendly solutions.
These commodities will fuel economic
growth and shape a sustainable future”

Sustainable biofuel to
transform transportation

LL Lithium and
rare earth metals
dominate as de-
mand for EVs and
renewable energy
surges, while green
hydrogen emerges
as a game changer
for clean energy
and industrial de-
carbonisation. Sili-
con, gallium, and
germanium fuel Al,
5@G, and automation,
driving  paradigm
shifts in technology.
Sustainable biofu-
els will revolution-
ise transportation,
alter carbon foot-
print, and carbon
credits will become
an asset in the push
toward net zero.
These commodities
will change the fu-

Purvi Sanghvi
Director
Axis Solutions

Energy and
industry to
drive the next
wave of global
economic
growth

ture of energy, industry, and sustainabil-
ity, driving the next wave of global eco-

nomic growth” ¥
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